


Minutes of the Prees Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20 July 2026 at 
7.15 pm in Prees Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs B Finch, Mrs J Platt, Mrs A Allen, J Allen, D Pritchard, T Nield and M Myles-Hook.  Also present was Mrs K Sieloff clerk to the PC. 
104/26  Public Session.  
There were no members of the public in attendance.
105/26  Apologies  were received from Cllrs Mrs L Baer, Mrs S Jones and Dr J Redgate. 
106/26  For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda. 
None were declared.
107/26  Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on June 15 2026 (previously circulated.)  These were agreed to be a true record.  Cllr D Pritchard proposed that they be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
108/26  Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
All matters on the Agenda.
109/26  Community Policing Matters. 
There was no officer in attendance.  Cllr J Allen wished it to be minuted that Holly Farml Garden Centre had received excellent support from local police following a spate of recent shoplifting incidents.
110/26  Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated and available in full on the Parish Council website.)  Cllr Myles-Hook reiterated the main points as follows.
· Shropshire Council has been served with a Best Value Notice, which are only issued rarely and in extremis.  All spending scrutinised.  
· Social care is a huge expense for SC and rising all the time due to inflationary cost and growth in demand.
· North-West Relief Road funds are,  after all,  required to be paid back at a rate of £2m per year.
· Cut-backs will mean service-reduction in all non-statutory services, including the closure of some daycare facilities.  One of the three Park & Ride schemes (Meole Brace) will be lost.
· Good news is that a Corporate Peer Challenge has been fruitful.  
Ten key actions were identified and a recent progress report was very positive.
· Shirehall will be sold off.  It is the only option.  Currently it is costing £2 per household per annum just to maintain it empty. 
· Free meningitis vaccine is available for all students living in Shropshire.
· New processes and controls are in place at SC to check all tenders and procurements.
Cllr Myles-Hook, in response to a question, confirmed that the planned food waste collection scheme is currently on hold because of the cost.
He re-iterated that if the PC was aware of any continuing difficulties with public waste-bin emptying, he would endeavour to help if he was made aware.  He was asked to support the PC’s oft-repeated request for a replacement litter-bin in the playground at Brades Road.
111/26  Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
· 26/02572/FUL  Address:  Church Farm Bungalow, Fauls, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AU. Proposal:  Erection of a front porch and rear single storey flat roof infill extension
Applicant: Mrs June Irvine-List
The PC resolved to support this Application.  Proposed by  Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
· 26/02485/FUL: The Old Vicarage, Fauls, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AU
Proposal:  Installation of a 30.6kWp ground mounted solar photovoltaic array.
Applicant: Mr Manby.
The PC resolved to support this Application.  Proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr J Allen.  All were in favour.
· 26/02489/FUL: Proposed replacement front boundary Whispering Pines , 35 Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire. 356179- 336077 APPLICANT: Mr D Fairclough.
The PC resolved to object to this Application on the grounds that the height of the proposed fence is over-bearing and not in keeping with the scale of other fences in the vicinity.  The materials too are inappropriate for the context.  Proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
· 26/02454/PIP:  Proposed Residential Development Land North Of 41, Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Permission in Principle for the erection of up to 3No. dwellings
Applicant: Mrs Nicola Hand (Le Chalet , 41 Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HD)
The PC resolved to object to the Application on the grounds that there appears to be insufficient space for three dwellings on the proposed site.  Proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
The clerk had inadvertently omitted to put Planning Decisions on the Agenda and apologises. She will ensure they are recorded at the August meeting.
112/26  Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Prees Village Hall Committee requests financial assistance from the PC.
Nicola Young, Chair of the Prees Village Hall committee, had contacted Cllr Mrs S Short to let her know that the previous treasurer had resigned and that the person now fulfilling the role needed more time to produce accounts.  These will be available before the August PC meeting for cllrs to peruse.   The PC suggested that it would be helpful to see a Management/Business plan and also an indication of when highs and lows in cashflow occurred during the year.  Cllr Mrs Short reiterated that the PC is in principle supportive of the Village Hall and keen to help.
Resignation from the Parish Council of Ms Nicola Young.
Ms Young had resigned from the role of parish cllr on 16 June 2026, with immediate effect.  The clerk confirmed that the process to fill the vacancy would begin the following day with posters of the Notice of Vacancy going up.  Cllr Mrs Short confirmed that she had already written to Ms Young thanking her for her contribution to the work of the PC and wishing her well for the future.
Parking around Prees War Memorial
Cllr Mrs Short indicated that she would be meeting with the residents  immediately affected by the parking issues on 27 July 2026 and any cllr interested to attend was welcome.  She was intending to propose, having taken legal advice, that electronically-controlled bollards could be installed, one each side of the War Memorial, to exclude vehicles during school drop off/pick up times Monday to Friday.
Update on lease at Higher Heath Village Hall.
Cllr Mrs Short had met with Reverend Mark and the Treasurer from Higher Heath Village Hall Committee.  Reverend Mark has been in contact with the financial director at the Diocese and two solicitors have been appointed to carry the matter of extending the lease forward.
Estimates for fencing Higher Heath playing-field.
The clerk reported that she had received estimates of  £35,000 to £40,000 to fence the whole of the Higher Heath playing-field.  An alternative plan suggested was that the righthand boundary of the field and the bottom boundary should be fenced with stock-fence and metal supports, with the fence to be erected hard up to the hedge so that the hedge will grow through it.  Clerk to research cost.
Resident requests provision of additional PC notice-board. 
A new resident in Higher Heath had asked the PC to put up an additional notice-board in the ward.  The PC discussed the request but resolved that the current provision of one notice-board per ward of the Parish, positioned as they are by each of the village halls, is reasonable and sufficient.  All information that the PC disseminates is readily available on its website.  The PC noted the resident’s criticism of its outreach endeavours.  The Chair undertook to write to him and his neighbours welcoming them to the Parish.
Concerns expressed about asylum-seekers being housed in Shropshire.
The PC had received an email expressing concerns about whether Prees would possibly be used to home asylum-seekers.  Cllr Malcolm Myles-Hook had been consulted and he had advised that it is the Home Office who makes the decision about where asylum-seekers are housed although the receiving council can object.  Cllr Myles-Hook said he was not aware of any current plans for Shropshire.
Quote received for repairs to wall at War Memorial.
The clerk had received a quote of £230.00 for the remedial work to the stone-work at the War Memorial.  The PC resolved to accept the quote.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs A Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.  The clerk was asked to obtain a quote for having the railings repainted.
Residents’ concerns about electricity supply at Mercian Place.  
Charlotte Prince from Wrekin Housing had assured the clerk that the complaints were being addressed.  She had asked for the contact details of those affected in order that she could contact them individually.
Annual review of Standing Orders and Financial Regs.
With some input from cllrs, the clerk had tidied up these documents.  They will be offered for approval and adoption at the August meeting to allow all cllrs to read them in the meantime.
Possibility of one-way traffic system in Prees.  
Clerk met with SC Traffic Officer to discuss 
1. The possibility of a one-way system along Shrewsbury Street/Whitchurch Road
2. The provision of a white line offering refuge along the first part of Station Road, along with signage warning of pedestrians in road, as discussed with SC when the PC paid for the two new streetlamps
3. Extension of 30 mph limit along Whitchurch Road towards A49
Happily, the SC officer was in agreement about the sense of these arrangements and seemed to think that funding could be available.  He said he would pursue them and report back.  He also advised that the option of closing off the road to the A41 from Heathgates Crossroads was still live.
Draft IT Policy for consideration/approval.
The clerk confirmed she had downloaded a recommended IT Policy from NALC and was working through it to make it fit for our small council.  The policy will be circulated for comments before the next meeting and can hopefully then be approved and adopted.
094/26  SALC news.
Nothing to report.
113/26  Accounting matters
· Accounts for Payment July 2026
                                                                                                                         £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary July 2026                                                                  506.49
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.60                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (10.6.26-15.7.26)                                                32.27                                                                                                                                      
Pimlotts  Grounds Maintenance Ltd  (playgrounds etc May)                             212.00 
Pimlotts Grounds Maintenance Ltd (Lengthsman May)                                    320.00 
Pimlotts Grounds Maintenance Ltd (playgrounds etc June)                               212.00 
Pimlotts Grounds Maintenance Ltdd (Lengthsman June)                                  320.00            
Bernard Townson (internal audit)                                                                       150.00
Information Commissioners Office (annual data protection fee)                         52.00                                                                                   
Prees Village Hall (hire 18/5, 15/6, 20/7 and 17/8 2026.)                                  100.00
SALC  (Training 5.5.26  Communicating with your Council Cllr JP)                 45.00                                                                                    
SALC (Training 16.6.26 Fundamentals for Cllrs: Cllrs JC &AA.
                            24/6, 1/7 & 8/7 2026 Intro to Planning: Cllr JP)                    220.00 
                                                                                                        TOTAL  £2,296.36 
                       
Clerk’s expenditure 10.6.26-15.7.26)
BT line rental contribution July 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:1 x second class stamps @ 87p = 87p
Trip to noticeboards for June Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60
Trip to noticeboards for display of Audit documents: 8 miles @ 45 ppm = £3.60
Return trip to internal auditor (collect books) 26 miles @ 45ppm= £11.70.
Total=£32.27. 
The Parish Council resolved to pay these accounts.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.
· Spend against Budget first quarter 2026-27.
The PC considered this document and resolved there were no matters for concern.  Proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in agreement.
· The clerk had the bank rec for June 2026  ready to be checked by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  In her absence, clerk to deliver it to her home.
100/26   Housekeeping. 
· Over-grown entrance to footpath to field bordering football field on Brades Road.  Clerk to report to SC.
· Dog poo concerns reported in Fauls and also on Whitchurch Road , Prees.  Clerk to exhort dog-owners to clean up after their pets, via PC website  and PC facebook page.
· Clerk to source new battery/charger for vehicle speed monitor outside Holly Farm if further investigation finds it necessary.
101/26  Facebook.  
· Dog excrement issues reported.   Clerk to research the cost of the PC providing dog poo bags at key sites in the Parish.
· Cllr Mrs J Platt reported dangerous metal stakes projecting from surface of footpath in Twemlows Wood.  She had advised local walk leader Matthew Lanham who will investigate and report back.
102/26  Correspondence.
Email received from resident in Prees expressing concern about lack of rubbish bin at Brades Road playground and over-growth on local footpaths. These matters have been addressed elsewhere.  The resident was also perturbed by the domestic building partially obstructing the footpath off Moreton Street.  Clerk to research the history of this matter.  Resident also suggested that it would be helpful if the draft minutes were available to view much sooner after the meeting.  Clerk can see the sense of this and will from now on publish the draft Minutes on the website within a week of the meeting they report.
103/26  Items for next Agenda
As identified in the Minutes, plus: 
· Prees Burial ground update.  
· Proposed footway/cycleway from Prees to Higher Heath. 

The meeting was closed at 8.45 pm.








Signed…………………………………………………..   Dated………………………………………
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